GLOBAL
COMMUNICATIONS
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Communications and IT Chapter; Anader Benyamin-Seeyar,
Chair, IEEE Montréal Communications and IT Chapter;

and Fabrice Labeau, IEEE Montréal Section Chair, Canada

In 2015, IEEE ComSoc Chapters in Eastern Canada had an active and
dynamic year. We brought some of the best technical speakers across the
world from Australia, Asia, Europe, and North America, to IEEE members
that are interested in telecom-related technologies and research. Over-
all, we had the pleasure of inviting 15 outstanding telecommunication
experts from government, academia and industry. The speakers are lead-
ers in the eld, and a number of them are IEEE Fellows.

The IEEE Montr@al Section was a champion in initiating many of
these events. Then, based on the availability and interest of the invited
speakers, we coordinated visits to IEEE Sections and research insti-
tutes in neighboring cities. Indeed, one of the advantages of IEEE Sec-
tions and ComSoc Chapters in Eastern Canada is the close cooperation
among volunteers. Speci cally, the IEEE Sections in Montr@al, Ottawa,
Kingston, Qu@bec City, and St-Maurice demonstrated an example of
teamwork in adequately managing these technical events.

Logistically, we had exceptional speakers that were invited as IEEE
ComSoc Distinguished Lecturers (DL). With this privilege, ComSoc covers
airfare expenses for these high-pro le speakers. Local expenses were nat-
urally covered by the particular Section and Chapter. Of course, aiming for
a Distinguished Lecturer Tour (DLT) to a certain city and its neighboring
IEEE Sections is more impactful while remaining economical to the Soci-
ety. We are proud to report that this is exactly what we achieved in East-
ern Canada during 2015. In addition to DL/DLTs, we also had speakers
who were invited through sponsorship via the IEEE ComSoc Distinguished
Speaker Program (DSP). This program has a xed nancial support that
is practical for local expenses and generally excludes travel costs. Yet,
even for DSP lecturers, we were able to organize tours to nearby cities.
Furthermore, we had speakers who were in the region under research
visits. Through networking relations, we were privileged to have them visit

Left to right (Dec. 2015): Some attendees along with Dr. Mouhamed Abdulla (Chalmers U.
Technology), Mr. Fawzi Behmann (TelNet, IEEE ComSoc DSP), Dr. Anader Benyamin-Seeyar
(Concordia U.), Mr. Baris Demir (National Research Council of Canada) and Mr. Christopher
Faust (research consultant).
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Left to right (Jun. 2015): Dr. Anader Benyamin-Seeyar (Concordia U.), Dr. Frangois Gagnon
(ETS), Dr. Halim Yanikomeroglu (Carleton U., IEEE ComSoc DL & VTS DL), Dr. Fabrice Labeau
(McGill U., IEEE Montréal Section Chair & IEEE Vehicular Technology Society President) and Dr.
Mouhamed Abdulla (U. Québec).

Left to right (Jan. 2015): Dr. Mouhamed Abdulla (U. Québec), Dr. Fabrice Labeau (McGill U.),
Dr. Reza Soleymani (Concordia U.), Dr. Abbas Jamlipour (U. Sydney, IEEE ComSoc DSP and
VTS DL) and Dr. Anader Benyamin-Seeyar (Concordia U.).

our Sections and present their most recent ndings to IEEE Members in
Canada. Some memorable pictures from throughout the year with DL/
DLT/DSP speakers are included with this article.

As expected, despite the different angles of research, the common
theme among the majority of these technical seminars focused on the
de nition, expectation, and the eventual realization of the much anticipat-
ed 5G wireless network. Of course, the subject matter of optical commu-
nications was also treated. An overview of the seminars is listed below:

IEEE ComSoc Distinguished Lecturer Tours (DL/DLT):

Prof. Koichi Asatani (Nankai U., China and Japan), Trends and
Issues of FTTH and G-PON, Feb. 18, 2015 (https://meetings.vtools.
ieee.org/m/31847).

Prof. Ekram Hossain (U. Manitoba, Canada), Self-Organizing
Small Cell Networks, Mar. 31, 2015 (https://meetings.vtools.ieee.
org/m/31201).

Prof. Halim Yanikomeroglu (Carleton U., Canada), Emerging Con-
cepts and Technologies towards 5G+ Wireless Networks, Jun. 03,
2015 (https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/34802).

IEEE ComSoc Distinguished Speaker Tours (DSP):

Prof. Abbas Jamlipour (U. Sydney, Australia), Software Defined
Networking for Future Dense Wireless Communications, Jan. 07, 2015
(https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/31091).

Mr. Fawzi Behmann (TelNet Consulting, USA), The Future of Col-

(Continued on Newsletter page 4)
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Professional Development and
Networking through the IEEE DL Program

and Workshops in New Zealand
By Nurul | Sarkar, IEEE Joint NZ North, South and Central
ComSoc Chair

In New Zealand (NZ), we have a Communications Society (Com-
Soc) Chapter that is a joint chapter of the IEEE NZ North, South, and
Central Sections. We believe that both ComSoc members and the wider
community would bene t from a single joint Chapter. However, last year
(2015) was very productive for us in the areas of professional activities
and community development programs.

Being a ComSoc chapter chair, Associate Professor Nurul | Sarkar had
nominated Professor Ying-Dar Lin (National Chiao Tung University, Hsin-
chu, Taiwan), for an IEEE ComSoc Distinguished Lecturer (DL) tour to NZ.
Professor Lin gave three public lectures in three main cities of NZ, Christ-
church, Wellington, and Auckland, on 17, 20, 25 August, respectively. All
three lectures went very well as far as professional development of the
members of the society and the wider community is concerned. A brief
description of each of the talks is highlighted below.

Professor Lin gave his rst DL talk, Software De ned Networking:
The 2nd Wave of Cloud Computing, at the University of Canterbury,
Christchurch on Monday, 17 August. This talk was organized by Profes-
sor Harsha Sirisena. Next, Professor Lin gave his lecture Research Road-
map Driven by Network Benchmarking Lab in Wellington on Thursday,
20 August. This talk was organized by Dr. Terence Betlehem. The third
lecture was held in Auckland on Tuesday, 25 August (see below for
more details). The DL talks on some aspects of Software Defined
Networking are relevant because the NZ Government is encouraging
academia-industry collaboration. Most hi-tech companies are small to
medium enterprises in NZ; therefore, government initiative and seed
funding are important incentives to foster such cooperation.

IEEE DL-NSRG Workshop

In Auckland, the DL lecture was held at the Auckland University of
Technology (AUT), Auckland CBD. AUT s School of Computer and Math-
ematical Sciences hosted a day-long Network and Security Research
Group (NSRG) workshop in conjunction with the IEEE DL program on
Tuesday 25 August 2015.

Associate Professor Jairo Gutierrez (Head of Computer Sciences)
gave an opening talk and outlined the program for the day. The work-
shop had three keynote speakers: Professor Ying-Dar Lin (ComSoc DL
from National Chiao Tung University, Taiwan), Professor Adnan Al-An-
buky (School of Engineering), and Dr. Alastair Nisbet (School of Com-
puter and Mathematical Sciences). In addition to the keynote session,

2015 IEEE NZ Wireless workshop participants.

Professor Adnan Al-Anbuky addressing his keynote speech.

A/Prof. Nurul Sarkar introduces Dr. Nishet for his keynote talk.

two regular sessions were chaired by Dr. Sayan Ray (Manukau Institute
of Technology) and Dr. Bobby Yang (AUT).

In addition, there was a series of presentations given by DLs, invited
speakers, and research students. First, Professor Lin gave his DL talk,

Research Roadmap Benchmarking Lab: Deep Packet Inspection, Traf ¢
Forensics, WLAN/LTE, Embedded Benchmarking, SDN, and Beyond .
The talk focused on aspects of research activities, including product
development and testing, third-party testbed, network benchmarking lab
(www.nbl.org.tw), and a research roadmap for traf ¢ forensics, WLAN/
LTE, embedded benchmarking, and SDN at the research plane. Some
issues and open research areas were discussed.

Professor Al-Anbuky gave his keynote, Federated Physical Sensor
Clouds and Related Cloud Services, which focused on aspects of the
management of physical sensor clouds through the remote cloud com-
puting environment, and research activities at the Sensor Network and
Smart Environment lab (http://sense.aut.ac.nz/SeNSe_Lab/). Finally,
Dr. Alastair Nisbet gave his keynote talk on Challenges of Implement-
ing Security in MANETSs, which focused on issues and challenges of
implementing security mechanisms in MANETSs. The tutorial style pre-
sentations helped the audiences understand the technical subjects very
well. There was ample opportunity for question and answer and further
discussion after the each keynote talk.

Among the other 11 presenters, Shariful Islam (research assistant)
talked about Base Station Congestion Management for Post-Disaster
Scenarios . The remaining 10 Ph.D. students from NSRG gave mini
presentations during the day. Despite the busy time of year, approxi-
mately 40 people from both within and outside the University attended
the event. Having ample opportunity for discussion, people enjoyed
networking during lunch breaks. The event was co-sponsored by IEEE
and AUT. The organizing chair A/Professor Nurul Sarkar received positive
feedback from the participants, indicating that the event was successful.

Dr. Chiaraviglio Gives Invited Talk

Dr. Luca Chiaraviglio (Universi-
ty of Rome Sapienza, Italy) visited
Auckland and gave an invited talk
at Auckland University of Technolo-
gy (School of Computer and Math-
ematical Sciences)) on Thursday,
13 August, 2015. The talk, entitled

From Energy-Aware Networking to

2015 |EEE DL-NSRG workshop attendees in Auckland.
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